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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Ministry of Oceans and
Fisheries (MOF) of the Republic of Korea (ROK) are pleased to announce the Seventh
International Marine Debris Conference, which will be held from the 18th to the 23rd
of September 2022 in Busan, Republic of Korea, with the aim to inform, connect, and
inspire the global marine debris and plastic pollution community.
The Executive Committee of the Seventh International Marine Debris Conference (7IMDC)
is pleased to offer opportunities to become a sponsor of this important global event. This
conference will bring together participants from around the world and, building on past
efforts, open the doors to a new era of addressing marine debris and plastic pollution.
Participants will share new ideas, research results, successes, and lessons learned as
we move forward together. Marine debris, plastic pollution, and their impacts have
been extensively covered in the media over the past few years, and there has been a
groundswell of support for actions aimed at reducing the impacts of marine debris and
plastic pollution. This conference, in both timing and location, is well-positioned to take
advantage of high public and media interest, support from a wide range of sectors, new
and exciting research and activities, and the ongoing passion and dedication of those
directly involved in the field.
As the organizers and co-hosts of the 7IMDC, it is our privilege to work with researchers,
resource managers, educators, students, policy makers, industry representatives, and
others from around the world who share the goal and passion of combating marine
debris and plastic pollution. This sponsorship prospectus outlines a variety of general and
specific sponsorship opportunities designed to offer you optimal visibility and networking
possibilities at the conference. With your help, this conference will successfully build new
partnerships, further raise public awareness and support, and take us closer to a world
unaffected by marine debris and plastic pollution.
We look forward to your support and participation.

The 7IMDC is Co-Hosted by:

With support from:
Global Partnership

on Marine Litter

With contributions from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the United States of America.

About the 7IMDC
The International on Marine Debris Conference (IMDC) is the largest and
longest-running conference series dedicated to the issue of marine debris and
plastic pollution. First convened in 1984 by the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in 2011 the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) joined NOAA to co-host the Fifth International Marine
Debris Conference (5IMDC) in Honolulu, USA. In 2018, UNEP and NOAA
co-hosted the Sixth International Marine Debris Conference (6IMDC) in San
Diego, USA, and drew over 700 participants from over 50 countries.
The 7IMDC in 2022 will be the first time this conference is held outside of
the United States of America, with the Republic of Korea’s (ROK) Ministry
of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF) joining UNEP as co-host of the event and
the Korea Marine Environment Management Corporation (KOEM) offering
technical and logistical support.
The objectives of the 7IMDC are:
1. To share the latest scientific research initiatives, methods, and results;
2. To raise awareness on the issue of marine debris and plastic pollution;
3. To share lessons learned and best practices;
4. To promote international co-learning, collaboration, and coordination;
5. To exchange innovative ideas and catalyse action;
6. In short, to inform, connect, and inspire.

Attendees

The 7IMDC will be international and interdisciplinary and will bring together
approximately 1000 stakeholders concerned about marine debris and plastic

pollution issues from a wide range of disciplines and sectors, including
international researchers, educators, natural resource managers, policy
makers, industry representatives, students, and civil society. Attendees may
participate in plenaries, technical and policy sessions, poster presentations,
panel discussions, networking opportunities, and more. The conference will
serve as a learning opportunity, offering cross-pollination of ideas between
our global stakeholders and thought leaders and emphasizing the diverse
solutions to combat the threat of marine debris and plastic pollution. The
7IMDC will be optimized for in-person attendance, with the capability for
virtual attendance to allow greater accessibility to an international audience.

Location and Venue

The 7IMDC will be hosted in the port city of Busan, in the Republic of Korea.
Located on the south-eastern tip of the Korean peninsula, Busan is an
economic hub and a city of festivals and culture. A gateway to Eurasia, this
maritime hub operates the 5th largest port in the world. It is the nation’s
second largest city, with nearly 3.5 million residents, situated at the mouth of
the Nakdong River and adjacent to the South Sea and the East Sea.
In Busan, the conference will take place at the Busan Exhibition and
Convention Centre (BEXCO). BEXCO consists of 16 exhibition halls and 56
meeting rooms, with the highest standard of modern infrastructure. It has
been the main venue for many international events and hosts an average
of over 100 exhibitions and 1,000 events annually. It is in a central location
in the city, surrounded by abundant accommodation facilities and tourist
attractions, accessible public transportation services, and is within walking
distance of ports and seaside parks.
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7IMDC Sponsor Benefits
All stakeholders, including governments, not-for-profits, and the private sector,
are welcome to help support the 7IMDC. By supporting the 7IMDC, your
organization can help foster change at a critical time and be instrumental in
establishing the international agenda for marine debris and plastic pollution
for years to come. The sponsorship opportunities offered are tailored to
showcase your organization, demonstrate your commitment to addressing the
issue of marine debris and plastic pollution, provide networking prospects and
opportunities, and enhance your visibility in this vibrant global community.
>Connect with professionals working on marine debris and plastic
pollution
Up to 1000 participants are expected to attend the 2022 conference,
including international researchers, educators, natural resource managers,
policy makers, industry representatives, students, and civil society. Facilitating
connections and transcending geographic boundaries and disciplines is a
highlight of the conference. Make your connections with colleagues and clients
even stronger by attending as a conference sponsor.
>Be part of the solution
The 7IMDC will provide a forum for interdisciplinary education and discussion
of issues surrounding marine debris and plastic pollution. Speakers will debate
issues in plenary sessions, creating an awareness of issues, successes, and gaps,
and offering opportunities for innovative solutions to problems. In concurrent
sessions, attendees share cutting-edge research and strategies, sparking new
ideas. As a sponsor, you can attend and participate in the discovery.
>Advance the zero-waste movement
In addition to supporting the conference as a whole, the 7IMDC is looking
for sponsors to help offset costs associated with providing valuable zero

waste services to reduce the event’s impact. Your contribution will go towards
maintaining and expanding the zero-waste initiative with the diversion of nonhazardous waste from the landfills through recycling, composting, reducing,
reusing, and upcycling.
Promote your organization’s role in reducing marine debris and plastic pollution
Sponsors interested in issues related to marine debris and plastic pollution
will have the opportunity to foster dialogue, forge partnerships, and promote
communication and education. Conference sponsors will receive highly visible
recognition for their support in making the 7IMDC a success. Bring your
organization to the centre of this dialogue and communicate your expertise to
conference participants. Sponsors will also receive branding guidelines and be
able to showcase their support of the 7IMDC in their networks.
>Sponsor interaction and brand visibility
Sponsors have ample opportunity to network with conference attendees at
educational sessions, lunches, and receptions. Highly visible formal recognition
will be given to sponsors in all conference materials including the registration
packet, final program, conference proceedings, and during individually
sponsored events. Lists of sponsors will be prominently displayed during the
conference and online.
>Sponsorship Options
A successful conference is not possible without conference sponsors. If
corporate or government agency giving restrictions apply, sponsorships will be
acknowledged as support for the conference within the range of permissible
activities. For the variety of conference activities and their associated costs,
please consider our Sponsorship Options.
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General Sponsorship Opportunities
General sponsorship contributions are designed to be used towards the overall
operational costs of the conference and carry with them a series of benefits to the
sponsor. Please note the levels outlined below are cumulative, with each successive
level including the benefits of the previous level. As for the category names, these
represent marine mammals which are legally protected species by the Ministry of
Oceans and Fisheries of the Republic of Korea.
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Spotted Seal (Base level - $1,000 USD and above)
Acknowledgement in conference documentation, proceedings, and website
Finless Porpoise (Bronze level - $5,000 USD and above)
Benevolent Spotted Seal benefits, plus:
One complimentary registration to the 7IMDC
Bottlenose Dolphin (Silver level - $10,000 USD and above)
Bronze Finless Porpoise benefits, plus:
Complimentary in-person and online exhibit space
One additional complimentary registration to the 7IMDC (two in total)
Sei Whale (Gold level - $25,000 USD and above)
ilver Bottlenose Dolphin benefits, plus:
Organisational logo in the conference venue’s main hall and online
One additional complimentary registration to the 7IMDC (three in total)
Blue Whale (Platinum level - $50,000 USD and above)
Gold Sei Whale benefits, plus:
Highly visible branding and named recognition at the opening ceremony
One additional complimentary registration to the 7IMDC (four in total)

Sponsorship Levels and Benefits
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Specific Sponsorship Opportunities
A number of Specific Sponsorship Opportunities exist on a first-come first-served
basis for organisations wishing to support specific components or activities
within the conference. Specific sponsorship contributions are inclusive of the
corresponding General Sponsorship benefits described on the previous page.
Note that, where applicable, sponsors may be consulted on some details of the
sponsored events, though final decisions remain with the 7IMDC. We are happy
to discuss other areas or ideas for sponsorships in addition to those below.
Travel Awards – variable cost
Marine debris and plastic pollution are certainly not limited to high-income
countries, and the 7IMDC aims to be as inclusive as possible by sponsoring
the greatest number of participants from Least Developed Countries and
Small Island Developing States to attend the conference. Travel awards will be
assigned on the basis of merit and achievement, and may include an economyclass flight, a room at one of the conference’s recommended hotels, waiving of
the conference fees, or a combination of these.
Plenary Sessions - $7,500 USD each *
Plenary sessions host keynote speakers and panels of experts to discuss issues
focused on marine debris and plastic pollution, they present an opportunity for
questions and answers, and they provide an overall introduction and conclusion
to the conference. Sponsorship at this level includes acknowledgement during
the plenary session sponsored, and one complimentary registration per plenary
session sponsored.
Welcoming Reception - $10,000 USD *
The Sunday Evening Welcome Reception will be a pre-conference social
event to break the ice between conference attendees. Sponsorship at this
level includes acknowledgement during the Reception, two complimentary
conference registrations, and one in-person and online exhibit space for the
duration of the conference.

Thematic Luncheon - $5,000 USD *
The Luncheons will be sit-down meals open to all registered conference
attendees. The primary sponsor of the Thematic Luncheons will be exclusively
identified to conference attendees during the event and will receive one
complimentary registration.
Movie Night - $5,000 USD *
A movie night will be organised to showcase a film relevant to the issue of
marine debris and plastic pollution. The sponsor of the Movie Night will be
exclusively identified to conference attendees during the event and will receive
one complimentary registration.
Poster Session and Reception - $7,500 USD *
A poster hall will display scientific posters throughout the week, with a Reception
planned on one evening. Sponsorship at this level includes acknowledgement
during the Reception, and one complimentary registration.
Awards Ceremony - $10,000 USD *
The 7IMDC Awards Ceremony is a sit-down reception and meal accessible to
all registered conference attendees. The ceremony is also the forum for the
presentation of awards given to selected student paper and poster presenters
as well as other honorees. The primary sponsor of the Awards Ceremony will
be exclusively identified to conference attendees and will have the opportunity
to present one of the awards. Sponsorship at this level brings with it two
complimentary registrations and one in-person and one online exhibit space
for the duration of the conference.
Field Trip Sponsorship – $1,000 USD each *
7IMDC will organise several field trips in parallel to the conference, in order to
enhance the participants’ experience with field exposure from the surrounding
area. Sponsorship of field trips will be recognized to the field trip attendees
and brings with it one complimentary field trip ticket.
*Indicative figures only
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Becoming a Sponsor
If you are interested in seizing this sponsorship opportunity for the 7IMDC, please reach out to info@7imdc.org with the following focal points in copy.
In order to ensure your sponsorship can be fully represented in the conference materials, we kindly ask that you contact us by 31 July 2022 to discuss sponsorship
possibilities. Inquiries after this date are still welcome, but representation in the conference materials may not be guaranteed.
Organisational focal points:
Yukyung Jang
Deputy Director

Dr. Youngnam Kim
Senior Researcher

Heidi Savelli
Programme Officer for Marine Litter
and Plastic Pollution

Marine Conservation Division,
The Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries of the
Republic of Korea
Email: comme@korea.kr

Marine Litter Management Center, Korea Marine
Environment Management Corporation (KOEM)
Email: 7imdc@koem.or.kr

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Email: heidi.savelli@un.org

KST – Korea Standard Time

EAT – East African Time

KST – Korea Standard Time

Thank you for your interest in the 7IMDC; we look forward to discussing sponsorship opportunities with you and we hope to see you at the conference in Busan.

www.7imdc.org

